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Longhaugh Nursery School
Here at Longhaugh Nursery School we have
enjoyed visits from Scottish Dance at the
Dundee Rep. The children are exploring a
seaside theme through dance.
Sessions involve discussion work followed by
the children expressing their ideas through
different movements and responding to
different types of music. The session ends
with reflective discussion about the children’s
ideas and the movements they have created.
This has enhanced our curriculum this term
focussing on:
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•
•

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can
express my ideas, thoughts and feelings
through creative work in dance.
I have opportunities to enjoy taking part
in dance experiences
I can respond to the experience of dance
by discussing my thoughts and feelings.

In these photos the children can be seen
inventing ways of making their way to the
beach.

further info

Contact:
Dawn Hartley
Tel: 01382 342600
Email: dhartley@dundeereptheatre.co.uk

•

Primary Schools
Craigowl Primary School

primary 6b become
global citiens
During a pre topic discussion on Peru the
children identified the Amazon Rainforest
as something they would like to know
more about. They were very clear that
they wanted their learning to be active, fun
and enterprising!
In consultation with our Music Teacher, Zoe
Dursonovic, we decided to learn some of
the songs from the musical Yanomamo.
The children were instantly engaged by
the lively and thought provoking songs,
making links to other curricular areas and
learning. The songs challenged them as
singers and instrumentalists but with a
lot of hard work (and a very patient Miss
Dursonovic) they mastered the music.
The children then decided they would
like to share their work with the school
community and present an assembly about
the Amazon Rainforest. The idea of singing
a few songs to the upper school quickly
grew into four songs, lots of narration
and a few extra bits thrown in for good
measure! The children’s enthusiasm to tell
other people about the destruction of this
environment through music was incredible
and evolved into a piece of work that
linked together our whole term as outlined
below:
• The children had decided to run a
Christmas Card Enterprise for the
whole school to raise money for

the Street Children of Peru. When Tom
Jolly (Global Ed) visits from Peru later this
month we will perform our assembly for
the school and present him with a cheque.
•

The children adopted an Orangutan from
Borneo through WWF in August. They
were quick to identify similar issues in the
Rainforests of Asia and included this in
their assembly.

•

This piece of work become our focus for
language and art with the children helping
to write the script, writing invitations to
their parents, making masks and props.

•

As a class we had decided to focus on feeling
happy, safe and confident in school – the
presentation of this piece of work has
included every child in their chosen way.
It has bonded us together as a group and
highlighted many hidden talents in the class.

Curriculum for Excellence at Craigowl Primary
is off to a flying start! This piece of work has
encompassed all four capacities and a large
number of experiences and outcomes have
been covered. Most of all it has been great fun
for us all!
Fiona Liddell
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Fintry Primary School

the jute journey
Two primary seven classes from Fintry
Primary School took part in a project funded
by Learning and Teaching Scotland entitled
‘Developing Global Citizens through Expressive
Arts’ in the final term of last session. Both
classes had just finished a new topic called ‘The
Jute Journey’ which looked at the living and
working conditions of Victorian Dundee in the
jute mills and the living and working conditions
of the jute industry in India today. Through this
the children looked quite closely at Children’s
Rights. This became the idea for the Develop
Global Citizens project.

a local textile designer, came in to work with
the children. The children block printed, used
stencils, created paisley patterns all onto the
same piece of fabric. They then embellished
their work with sequins, wool and threads.
This project was completed over 2 and a half
days and the children had to work really hard.
It gave them a small insight into how some
children in India have to work every day.
The finished pieces were then sewn together to
form a cushion and were put on display at the
Scottish Learning Festival.

The children were asked the question – what is
child labour? They had to answer through art.
The children drew simple line drawings of what
they thought child labour was. Louise Kirby,

Claypotts Castle Primary School

GAELIC CHOIR
Tha`inig Wilma NicValraig, seinneadair Gaidhlig,
dhan sgo`oil againn airsan 4seachdainean
son obair leis an co`isir againn. Dh’ionnsaich i
dhaibh dha neo tri o`rain ehaidhlig.
Wilma Kennedy, a Gaelic singer, came to our
school for 4 weeks to work with our choir. She
taught them two or three Gaelic songs. On 2nd
June Claypotts Castle Primary choir, made up
of pupils from Primaries 5,6 and 7 travelled to Perth Concert Hall to take part in the National
Scottish Song competition run by the Saltire Society. This is the first time our choir have taken
part in this annual competition. The choir sang two songs, one Scottish song and one in Gaelic.
The choir received a certificate of distinction in the category for choirs under age 13. The pupils all
enjoyed the experience. Some of the pupils’ success is due to the help and support they received
from Mrs Anne Bennett (Teacher), Mrs Kirsty Fisher (Music specialist) and of course, Wilma
Kennedy who worked with the pupils to perfect their Gaelic pronunciation.

arts Update

4

Downfield Primary School

be fair
My P 5/6 class are working on the topic ‘Be
Fair’. In this topic we’re looking at Rights and
Responsibilities, relationships and racism. As
we had worked on a Rwanda topic before the
summer we invited a Rwandan studying in
Dundee in to talk about her experiences during
the Genocide in 1994. At this time she was
the same age as the children in my class. She
told them of how the hatred started with small
things like the children being made to feel
different and then it increased. The children
also had the opportunity to listen to Rwandan
traditional music and our visitor also taught us
all some Rwandan dancing….very difficult but
fun! We have been using the Comfort Rwanda
Schools Pack to learn more about Rwandan
culture and have even learned a little of the

Kinyarwandan language. Our artwork has also
been based on Rwandan art and we have made
recycled poster beads among other things. By
coincidence the class was offered the chance
to learn West African Djembe drumming this
term. We are half way through an eight week
course and the children are loving every minute
of it. The children have created Djembe drum
artwork using oil pastels and decorating with
designs from African fabrics. Each week the
drumming tutors are setting the children
investigation tasks and they are finding out
about Dundee’s links with West Africa through
the missionary Mary Slessor. The class now
claim they would prefer to live in Africa than in
Scotland!
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CPD FOR DUNDEE REPERTORY THEATRE’S
PLAYHOUSE PROJECT GIVING LOCAL SCHOOL
PUPILS THE OPPORTUNITY TO STAGE A
SPECIALLY COMMISSIONED PLAY AT DUNDEE
REP
It started with a missed Easyjet flight – and
we all know from the TV programme just how
dramatic that can be! Our check-in time had
arrived three and a half minutes before we did,
our having travelled from Glasgow Airport to
Dundee, but a brave decision by Vikki and Jen
from Dundee Rep resulted in a new batch of
tickets being booked with another airline – and
from there it was all plane flying!
We arrived in Newquay to discover our
charming hotel situated right on the coast.
Stunning views and glorious weather delighted
us throughout the weekend and the CPD input
provided us with the chance to work directly
with theatre professionals and 5 playwrights
whose work had been especially commissioned
for The Playhouse Project.
No more than fifteen minutes after our arrival
at the hotel, we pulled our chairs into a large
oval shape and read through each of the
commissioned plays. Our play “1000 Reasons
Not To Fly” was written by Dan Jamieson
and told the story of a young girl who is an
only child and is incredibly precious to her
parents. She grows up throughout the play, via
landmarks in her life, but it is evident that her
parents want to protect her from all potential
risk and danger. Her Grandfather, with whom
she has a very special bond, seeks to build
some excitement and calculated risk into her
life and we see Misha blossom in Grandad’s
company. Later in the play, however, Grandad
dies and Misha is bereft. The script deals
touchingly with her sense of loss.
Time flies past in this child’s life and on her
16th birthday she opens a card, left by Grandad
and enclosing £10,000. She takes off – literally
– in a plane and we see her sky-diving and
revelling in the thrill of extreme sport. The
play ends with Misha, having conquered all
doubts and fears in her life, turning to wave to
Grandad as he looks down on her from above.
Prior to the Spring holiday the P5/6 class from
Our Lady’s, selected to perform this play, had
arts Update
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engaged in a stimulating and exciting range
of activities, initially introduced at the CPD
session for teachers, and they had developed
a real sense of the play and the story to be
conveyed. Only after the holiday, however, was
the final version of the play (duly tweaked and
perfected by Dan) made available. Rehearsals
began in earnest, roles were promptly cast
and lines were learned. Mrs MacKenzie and
Mrs Reilly, the two class teachers, inspired and
encouraged the children to produce a stunning
selection of key props and while the aim was
to keep it simple, it was of necessity a propladen show. Masks, signs, a clock to mark
time, posters...the list ran on. In addition, the
children brought in Barbie and Action Man dolls
to represent the characters on stage as they
engaged in more dangerous activities, a duvet,
items for the baby version of Misha, pots and
pans and other items listed in the script.
Vikki visited from Dundee Rep on a number of
occasions and explored ways of conveying skydiving (thanks Dan!), jumping from a rock-face
and flying in a hot-air balloon (yes, all in the
script!) very effectively.
Andrew Kelly, a secondary school pupil, gave
generously of his time to compile a soundtrack
CD with musical suggestions made by Mr Fulton
and additional sounds of seagulls, alarms, car
horns etc. incorporated.
In a couple of hours’ rehearsal a week much
was achieved but in the 2 weeks prior to the
performance it was evident that it was still
concerningly under-rehearsed and taking 2
hours to perform!! This for a play designed to
last 30 minutes. With end of term activities
descending from all angles it seemed we were
seeking to achieve the impossible but a hastily
scheduled extra rehearsal in the week of the
show saw the tiniest glimmer of hope...
On performance day itself a morning rehearsal
was arranged and something magical seemed
to be happening. The running time was down
to 30 minutes, everyone knew their lines and

where they needed to be when. The children
arrived at The Rep after 3pm for their technical
rehearsal and it ran like clockwork as the pupils
were primed, sound effects were timed, lighting
selected and music duration agreed.
A short break allowed the children to have
something to eat and drink and at this point
they were, in their own words:
“scared”, “happy”, “nervous”, “excited”,
“worried”, “freaked”, “glad”, “chilled”,
“prepared”, “ready”, “wondering”, “enthusiastic”.
A quick game with Vikki and then it was time
to watch St Clement’s School pupils perform.
Funny and vibrant, they performed with skill
and energy, demonstrating great team-work
and individual talent. They bowed to welldeserved, exuberant applause.
Our Lady’s pupils took to the stage. At last,
the moment we had all been working towards
had arrived and as the lights went up and the
introductory music began to play, the children
morphed from school pupils into their individual

characters, telling Misha’s story with humour,
sensitivity poignancy and truth. Mums, dads,
grannies, grandads, brothers, sisters, teachers,
the Senior Management Team, friends and our
Parish Priest all turned to witness the children’s
triumph and they shone and glowed as the play
ended before the blackout. When the lights
went up again the boys and girls took their bow
and thunderous applause rocked them.
The soundbites from our confident, successful
pupils?
“happy”, “thankful”, “amazed”, “lucky”,
“relieved”, “proud”, “scared”, “really great”,
“glad”, “tired”, “unhappy (it was all over!)”,
“relaxed”.
It started with a missed flight but ended with
a never to be forgotten performance of “One
Thousand Reasons Not To Fly”. Well done Our
Lady’s (and thanks Dan!).

SDT Interactive at Dundee Rep Theatre
Thursday 18 November
1.30-2.30pm. Tickets £5. Teachers Free.

A Curriculum for Excellence recognises that learning is
enriched through partnerships with professional arts
companies.
SDT Interactive appeals to all over age 10 with excerpts of
current work being performed and comments on the
themes, choreography, lighting and costumes being
encouraged.
Our new Dance and Literacy project for S1, Dance
Detectives, invites English and P.E Teachers to bring pupils
to SDT Interactive, receive an in school dance workshop
and a pack to guide pupils to write a review of the event.
Promising reviewers will be selected, published on SDT’s
website and given performance tickets.
When 15 or more tickets are booked, schools receive an in
school workshop linked to the work of SDT Interactive.

This performance in BSL interpreted.
To join the Dance Detectives project, find out more
about SDT Interactive or for a promo DVD
contact SDT on 01382 342600
or email sdt@dundeereptheatre.co.uk

www.scottishdancetheatre.com
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Secondary Schools
Braeview Academy

curriculum for excellence
project - ‘hairspray’
This year staff and pupils at Braeview Academy were
involved in an exciting Curriculum for Excellence
project to stage the show “Hairspray”.
The show was cast in September 2009 and many
of the cast, accompanied by students from Dundee
Schools Music Theatre, participated in a trip to
London in November to see the current west end
production of ‘Hairspray’ starring Phil Jupitus and
Belinda Carlisle. Staff and pupils participated in a
theatre workshop which focused on themes from the
show such as citizenship, prejudice and equality. The
group also enjoyed some sightseeing and visited the
London Eye.
Back in school tasks ranged from starring roles to
set design/construction/painting, to typing letters,
to managing money, to visiting business partners
regarding sponsorship and accompanying the elderly
from the community to visit our rehearsals. Pupils
led our staff and parents in these areas with help and
guidance where required.
The whole community enjoyed the huge success
of the show when the cast staged 4 spectacular
performances in June to over 700 audience members
complete with live band consisting of Dundee schools’
instrumental instructors who gave up their time to
play free of charge.
Braeview Academy’s Performing Arts are a vibrant
and thriving development in North East Dundee. In
an area where the need for positive action is great,
Braeview Academy is consistently providing its pupils,
parents and the wider community with inspiration
and hope.
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Harris Academy

mummies at the mcmanus
S1 QC2 pupils from Harris Academy were
fortunate enough to be the first Secondary
School class to work with the new McManus
Galleries Creative Learning Team. Working with
QC2 Staff, School Support Staff and McManus
Galleries Artist Scott Hudson pupils toured the
galleries, sketched, investigated and added their
own artefacts!
The works will soon be winging their way from
McManus to be on display at Harris Academy.
Pupils created two large Sarcophagus using
Modroc, decorated with symbols form their
sketches.
They also each created a mask which alongside
a piece of creative writing told us about each
young artist!
Lord Provost John Letford came along to the
opening exhibition of the artworks to support
our young artists.
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further info

Contact:
Marji Henderson
Quality Contact Team
Tel: 01382 436613
Email: marji.henderson@dundeecity.gov.uk

St John’s RC High School

the emotionally intelligent
miss feelgood
The second year QC2 group in St John’s RC High School
began the New Year learning about two different drama
techniques; Forum Theatre and Analytical Image.
This served as a spring board for exploring Emotional
Intelligence and very soon the group had come up with
drama scenarios that dealt with a variety of issues
involving conflict.
We secured funding from the Dundee Partnership
and this enabled us to make a film about Emotional
Intelligence. The group had a lot of fun acting especially
on location.
We also have three corresponding scenarios with
two unique characters, Greta Feelgood and Alex
Thoroughbody. They play an interactive role with the
viewer and serve to give facts and strategies that deal
with the conflict.
There are three short scenarios in the film that deal
with peer pressure to smoke, bullying and its dreadful
consequences, and bad behaviour in the classroom.

let qc2 take you
to the movies
Second year QC2 pupils from Harris Academy
wanted to stage a live performance, so they did.
The group researched musicals before settling on
Grease, The Blues Brothers and Oliver. They sang
songs and practised dance routines under the
watchful eye of dance tutor Alex Hare, from the
Sports Development Team.
They took to the stage at the Shore on Tuesday
15th June, to an audience of delighted parents
and members of staff from Harris.
Mrs Jenny Quinn, Principal Teacher for Support
for Learning at Harris Academy, got in on the
fun and performed a very polished number from
Cabaret, accompanied by Margaret Walker, pupil
support worker from Harris, and Marji Henderson
from Quality Contact. We reckon the pupils and
Mrs Quinn should be thinking seriously about next
year’s Britain’s Got Talent.
arts Update
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Menzieshill High School

qc2 flower power
QC2 S1 and S2 classes at Menzieshill High
School ran away with First Prizes yet again
at this year’s Dundee Food and Flower Show!
Their entries this year included a ladybird
pebble garden, matchbox filled with 100
different items AND two fantastic 40’s inspired
outfits made entirely from Newspaper!!
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Book Bites
booktime
During their first year at primary school,
all children in Dundee will receive a free
book courtesy of the Scottish Book Trust
new Early Years Programme. This year’s
chosen book, Manfred the Baddie, won
first prize in the 0-7 age category of the
Royal Mail Awards for Scottish Children’s
Books. With over 11,000 children voting
in this age group, we are delighted to
be gifting a book that really was the
children’s choice.

meet our
authors

The programme involves a series of
BBC televised interviews with well
known writers. Don’t worry if you miss a
session, you can visit them time and time
again on the following websites:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/learning/
authorslive/
OR
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/meetour-authors/childrens-authors-live
Excellent teachers’ packs to support each
session are also available on the Scottish
Book Trust website at the above address.
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disc
literary quiz
This event is always exciting and slightly
nerve-wracking; this year was no exception.
S2 pupils from across the City battled
for the coveted shield with astounding
displays of their knowledge of contemporary
children’s fiction. The Team from Harris
Academy were the worthy winners and
thanks go to Baldragon Academy for hosting
the event.

further info

St Paul’s RC Academy has been selected
by the Scottish Book Trust as its national
Flagship secondary school for this
exciting new two year project. Its aim is
to promote and develop literacy, not just
within the school, but across the city and
nationally.

Contact:
Moira Foster
Education Support Officer
Tel: 01382 434888
Email: moira.foster@dundeecity.gov.uk

Dundee Schools
Music Theatre
Yes, it’s that time of year again. Dundee Schools
Music Theatre has recently finished the annual
three week run of shows which included all the
characters named above and many more!
This year’s programme began at Dundee Rep
with Back to Back’s production of “Return to
the Forbidden Planet”, a musical loosely based
on Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ and an old
science fiction film ‘The Forbidden Planet’. This
high energy show was filled with music from
the 1950s and 1960s and included such classics
as ‘Great Balls of Fire’, ‘Young Girl’ and ‘Please
Don’t Let Me Be Misunderstood’. Audiences
participated willingly in the ‘Reverse Polarity
Drill’ and were up on their feet dancing along to
the ‘Johnny B Goode’ finale. Lord Provost John
Letford almost stole the show with his guest
appearance as the narrator.
The following week saw the S3/S4 section’s
version of ‘Godspell’ at The Space which is
also now the rehearsal venue for each of the
groups. ‘Godspell’ is based primarily on the
Gospel According to St. Matthew and features
a sparkling score by Stephen Schwartz, creator
of “Wicked”, with a string of recognizable songs,
led by the international hit, “Day By Day.” This
was a dynamic and energetic production of the

modern classic which had many members of
the audience reaching for their handkerchiefs
during the poignant crucifixion scene.
The three week run came to an end at the
Whitehall Theatre with the S5/S6 cast’s
performance of Gershwin’s ‘Crazy For You’. This
comic musical featured show-stopping numbers
in true Broadway style such as ‘I Got Rhythm’
with the whole cast tap dancing and ‘Someone
To Watch Over Me’. Any handkerchiefs needed
this time would have been to mop up tears of
laughter as the plot twisted its way through
a hilarious case of mistaken identity which
included several lightning fast changes with
wig, beard and moustache for the male lead,
Bobby Child, in the wings!
Rehearsals have already resumed for next
year’s shows. These are held at The Space,
Dundee College on Sundays at the following
times.
S1/S2 1pm - 2.30pm
S3/S4 2.30pm - 4.45pm
S5/S6 4.45pm - 7.15pm
Back to Back 7.30pm - 9.30pm

further info

roller skating robot,
parable portrayers
and crazy cowboys

Contact:
Alison Strachan - Cultural Administrator
Tel: 01382 434888
Email: alison.strachan@dundeecity.gov.uk
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The McManus
the mcmanus:
dundee’s art
gallery & museum
visits
A range of opportunities are available for
school groups at the McManus. We are
happy to discuss the needs and interests of
particular groups and encourage Teachers
and Support Staff to contact us in advance
of visit. We advise schools to book as far in
advance as possible to ensure the preferred
slot is available.
Resources are available for Teachers and
Group Leaders to download in advance of a
visit or to support classroom learning. Our
current menu of workshop and tour topics
and downloadable resources can be found
in the Creative Learning section at www.
themcmanus-dundee.gov.uk

primary schools
development
‘Local Hero!’ is a programme devised for
Primary School children and explores the
role that Dundee’s people, buildings and
collections play in shaping the way the City
sees and defines itself today.
The programme offers a range of arts and
heritage activities, including active looking
and learning sessions, research visits and
creative projects that are uniquely planned
in consultation with a participating school.
Each academic year we will ask Primary
Schools to register a note of interest in
developing a ‘Local Hero!’ project with
us. Please contact us to discuss an idea for
2010/11.
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‘Our City’ explores the art, heritage, environment
and architecture of Dundee as seen through the
eyes of young people who live here. Tailored to
different participant groups, ‘Our City’ works with
the interests and experiences of young people to
encourage creativity and raise awareness of issues
of citizenship, community and diversity. If you
would like to discuss the potential development of
an ‘Our City’ project with us please contact us.
Further information regarding exhibitions,
collections and opportunities for Creative
Learning can be found at:
www.themcmanus-dundee.gov.uk

Contact:
Keri McGowan
Tel: 01382 307216
Email: creativelearning@dundeecity.gov.uk

further info

arts Update

secondary schools
development

Playhouse
Applications are now open for
Playhouse 2011
What is Playhouse?
Playhouse is a national project which aims
to bring drama to the heart of the primary
school curriculum and to have a direct and
meaningful impact on children’s learning. Each
year, 6 six new plays for 8 – 11 year olds are
commissioned, and are written by the leading
playwrights of our time. They are designed to
engage the young people as performers and
their teachers as directors.

Sleeping Beauty
Christmas 2010-10-06

spring term 08

Dundee Rep Ensemble present
Sleeping Beauty by Charles Way
Monday 29 November – Saturday 8 January

Dundee Rep’s award-winning Christmas
productions are renowned for their captivating
stories, festive sparkle, laughter and fun and
this year’s production of Sleeping Beauty
promises all of that and more.
To accompany this production, Dundee Rep are
offering:
Sleeping Beauty Education Pack full of
information and activities to try out with your
class before or after the performance;

•

A fantastic opportunity for the teacher
involved to work with Directors, Writers,
Musicians and other Teachers from across
the UK to develop creative teaching and
directing skills. This CPD takes place over
the course of a weekend (Friday to Sunday)
in the beautiful setting of Glendorgal,
Cornwall;
• The choice of 6 new plays written especially
for 8 – 11 year olds by leading playwrights,
for you to rehearse and perform with your
class. This year, the Rep has commissioned
award-winning writer Douglas Maxwell;
• The opportunity for your class to perform on
the Rep main stage;
• The support of a Drama Mentor throughout
the process.
For more information or to request an
Application Form, please contact Education
Officer Vikki Doig, on 01382 342 660, or
vdoig@dundeereptheatre.co.uk

To book your workshop please call Mary
Sandeman on 01382 342660 but please be
quick as places are limited.

further info

The project offers you:

Interactive Workshops which aim to introduce
your pupils to the story and themes found in
this year’s show.
Cost: £60 (+ VAT) Duration: 1.5 hours
Capacity: Max 30 pupils per workshop
Venue: Either the Rep or your school, pre or
post performance.

Get

Contact:
Vikki Doig, Education officer
Tel: 01382 342660
Email: vdoig@dundeereptheatre.co.uk
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Careers at the Rep
Sunday 21 November
Drop in anytime 10am – 4.30pm
Careers at the Rep is open to anyone
interested in finding out more about a career
in theatre. Staff from a variety of departments
will be on hand to talk to people and answer
questions about jobs, university courses
and training. Attendees will also have the
opportunity to take part in workshops, attend
a Q&A with a panel of Dundee Rep staff,
receive a Careers @ the Rep booklet which
gives case studies and useful information
about over 30 different jobs in theatre and
much more. For more information please
email:
learn@dundeereptheatre.co.uk.

RYW
(Rep Youth Weekend)
Friday 12 – Sunday 14 November
Rep Youth Weekend is a weekend of events
that has been programmed by and for young
people. The weekend will include workshops,
performances, music and much more!
For more information please visit:
www.dundeerep.co.uk
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